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Abstract: In globalization, imperialism persists through more concealed forms of
domination. Colonial history has not ended; it has been reconfigured within global
political economy and cultural consciousness. This paper argues that the racial and
national contradictions visible in colonial and semi-colonial settings such as old
Shanghai were, at root, expressions of the global expansion of monopoly capital and
class rule. Combining postcolonial critique with Marxist political economy, and
drawing on Lenin’s theory of imperialism, the study analyzes old Shanghai through
three dimensions: legal-spatial institutions, internal divisions within foreign and
Chinese societies, and the cultural field. It shows that racial contradictions func-
tioned less as fundamental causes than as surface forms and strategic instruments
that concealed deeper class antagonisms. Reconsidering China’s anti-imperialist
struggle from a class perspective, the paper stresses the historical unity of national
liberation and working-class emancipation. Old Shanghai thus provides a historical
lens for understanding the enduring entanglement of capital, cultural hegemony,
and class struggle in both past and present global orders.
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Introduction

quires us to pierce the veil of superficial oppositions such as

In the era of globalization, imperialism has not vanished
with the dissolution of the old colonial system; rather, it per-
petuates its logic of domination in an increasingly concealed
and pervasive form. Colonial history has not ended but has
been re-embedded in new configurations within contempo-
rary global political-economic structures and cultural con-
sciousness. Analyzing this complex phenomenon urgently re-

“nation” and “race,” delving instead into the “class contradic-
tions” and “logic of capital” that constitute their foundation.
This theoretical task necessitates a critical synthesis: a dia-
logue and integration between postcolonial criticism—which
focuses on cultural power, discursive construction, and iden-
tity politics—and Marxist political economy—centered on the
economic base, mode of production, and class struggle. The

1 Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai 200020, China.
*Corresponding author. Email: keiln0O@163.com
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former provides refined analytical tools for understanding
the cultural dimensions of colonial domination, while the lat-
ter reveals the internal dynamics and structural roots of
global capital expansion. Their conjunction constitutes a the-
oretical prerequisite for a comprehensive critique of the con-
temporary forms of imperialism.

At the same time, any theoretical synthesis cannot remain
confined to abstract speculation; it must be tested within con-
crete historical and geographical sites. Modern Shanghai—a
“critical node” of international colonialism characterized by
the coexistence of Chinese and foreigners, institutional hy-
bridity, and concentrated capital—offers an almost ideal ana-
lytical sample for this purpose. Here, colonial domination did
not exist in the singular form of sovereign cession but mani-
fested as a tripartite structure comprising the International
Settlement, the French Concession, and Chinese-administered
territories. This unique legal status and complexity of gover-
nance were quintessential products of the global expansion of
capital and the exercise of power during the imperialist era.
This site not only encapsulates the cultural hybridity, identity
negotiation, and discursive power emphasized by postcolo-
nial theory but also vividly embodies the class structure, capi-
tal accumulation, and transformations in the mode of produc-
tion central to Marxist analysis. It thus provides a unique his-
torical laboratory for examining the explanatory power of
these two theoretical paradigms and the possibilities for their
synthesis.

The central argument of this paper is that in colonial and
semi-colonial sites such as old Shanghai, the apparent racial
conflicts and national oppression were, in their deep struc-
ture, rooted in the global expansion of international monop-
oly capital and the imperatives of class domination. Lenin’s
theory of imperialism provides the essential framework for
understanding this essence, namely, that colonial domination
was not an accidental political phenomenon but a necessary
stage and form in the development of monopoly capitalism—
an institutional expression of finance capital’s pursuit of sur-
plus value on a global scale. The cultural hegemony, knowl-
edge production, and identity politics acutely identified by
postcolonial criticism, in turn, constituted a superstructure
that served to obscure and legitimize this economic base. The
relationship between the two is not one of simple substitution
or opposition but should be understood as a dialectical articu-
lation between base and superstructure: the logic of capital
created the material conditions for colonial domination, while
cultural hegemony provided its ideological underpinning.
Throughout China’s protracted anti-imperialist struggles, the
fundamental experience and lesson lie in the necessity of
closely integrating the national liberation demands of anti-
imperialism with the class liberation demands of the subal-
tern classes (especially workers and peasants), forging a
“popular revolution” with workers and peasants as its main-
stay, in order to achieve genuine social transformation. Any
separation of the two—whether the sectarianism that di-
vorced itself from the national sentiments of the masses or
the capitulationism that abandoned class positions—led to
setbacks and detours in the struggle.

Proceeding from this foundation, this paper will com-
mence with a theoretical dialogue between postcolonialism
and Marxism, conduct an in-depth analysis of the colonial sys-
tem and Sino-foreign relations in old Shanghai, and delineate
a “class-colonial” composite map with Lenin’s theory of impe-
rialism as its central axis. By revealing the complex inter-
weaving of law, space, culture, and class in old Shanghai soci-
ety, this study will reexamine the historical experience of
China’s anti-imperialist struggles, elucidate the class essence
underlying racial contradictions, and explore the implications
of this historical analysis for understanding contemporary
global inequalities and the politics of liberation.

Theoretical Dialogue: Tensions and
Complementarities between

Postcolonialism and Marxism

The relationship between postcolonialism and Marxism is
characterized by profound tension, constituting a vital strand
in contemporary critical theory. Clarifying the similarities, dif-
ferences, and potential complementarities between the two is
a necessary theoretical prerequisite for the subsequent his-
torical and class analysis.

Insights and limitations of postcolonialism:
Cultural hegemony, hybridity, and the

deconstruction of “Grand narratives”

Postcolonial theory, represented by scholars such as Ed-
ward W. Said, Homi K. Bhabha, and Gayatri C. Spivak, has
made a revolutionary contribution by extending the edge of
critique from purely political-economic domination directly
into the domains of culture and knowledge production. In Ori-
entalism (1978), Said demonstrates that “the Orient” is not an
objective geographical fact but a discursive system jointly
constructed by Western knowledge, power, and imagination.
The function of this discursive system is to establish Western
subjectivity and superiority while providing ideological legiti-
macy for colonial rule (Said, 1978). Said’s analysis is deeply
influenced by the Italian Marxist Antonio Gramsci’s theory of
“cultural hegemony” (Gramsci, 1971), which argues that dom-
ination relies not only on violent coercion but also on the
manufacturing of “consent” and voluntary submission among
the ruled, thereby internalizing colonial power into everyday
structures of cognition.

From this premise, postcolonialism vigorously interro-
gates all “grand narratives,” including Marxism’s narratives of
the “mode of production” and “revolution.” According to
Dipesh Chakrabarty, Marxism’s treatment of “abstract labor”
as a universal analytical category effectively universalizes the
Enlightenment concept of the “abstract human,” thereby sup-
pressing the rich and diverse historical experiences and cul-
tural logics of the Global South (Chakrabarty, 2000). Postcolo-
nial theorists instead emphasize contingency, hybridity, and
“everyday resistance.” Bhabha's concept of hybridity in The
Location of Culture (1994) reveals the processes of cultural fu-
sion, power negotiation, and identity negotiation that emerge
in daily encounters between colonizer and colonized, success-
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fully deconstructing the rigid binary oppositions of colonizer/
colonized and West/East (Bhabha, 1994). Spivak, through her
interrogation of “Can the Subaltern Speak?” (1988), further
directs critique toward the power relations embedded in
knowledge production, highlighting the structural silencing of
subaltern subjectivity.

However, the limitations of postcolonialism also stem from
these very strengths. First, its critique is overly concentrated
on the realms of discourse, text, and representation, running
the risk of “substituting text for reality.” When analysis is con-
fined to the deconstruction of colonial discourses, it tends to
overlook the more fundamental global political-economic
structures that shape those discourses (Dirlik, 1997). Second,
its detachment from the category of class is a striking feature.
Arif Dirlik incisively observes that postcolonial critique has
facilitated “a shift from the questioning of politics and politi-
cal economy to the current questioning of cultural identity”
(Dirlik, 1997). In its eagerness to critique Eurocentrism, post-
colonial theory may suspend “class” itself as a Western-im-
posed category, thereby obscuring the economic core of colo-
nial exploitation and rendering critique unable to reach the
structural logic of capital accumulation.

Foundations and challenges of Marxism: Modes of

production, class, and global capital analysis

Marxism provides an irreplaceable foundation for the
analysis of colonialism. Unlike postcolonialism’s focus on cul-
tural representation, Marxism insists on viewing colonialism
as an organic component of the global expansion of the capi-
talist mode of production. As Dirlik notes, “the most salient
feature of modern colonialism is precisely its relationship to
the expanding capitalist order, an order that nourished colo-
nialism and made it a global phenomenon” (Dirlik, 1997). Al-
though Marx himself held a complex attitude toward British
colonial rule in India—severely condemning its brutality
while regarding it as an unconscious historical instrument for
breaking the “stagnant” societies of Asia—his analysis consis-
tently rested on the perspective of transformation in modes of
production (Marx, 1853). Marx emphasized that the colonial
process was essentially an extension of primitive accumula-
tion and the coercive global expansion of capitalist relations
of production.

This perspective was systematized and historicized in
Lenin’s theory of imperialism. In Imperialism, the Highest
Stage of Capitalism (1917), Lenin argued that, by the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, capitalism had tran-
sitioned from the stage of free competition to the monopoly
stage—namely, the imperialist stage. In pursuit of super-
profits, monopoly capital inevitably drove capital export and
the territorial partition of the world. At this stage, the colonial
system was essentially the political expression of finance cap-
ital’'s domination of the world. Lenin’s analysis thoroughly
linked national oppression with class rule: in the age of impe-
rialism, the world was divided into oppressor nations and op-
pressed nations, and the struggle of the international prole-
tariat had to be combined with the national liberation strug-
gles of colonies and semi-colonies (Lenin, 1917).

Undeniable tension exists between Marxism’s “mode of
production narrative” and postcolonialism’s insistence on
“historical difference.” Chakrabarty criticizes Marxism’s con-
cept of “abstract labor” for suppressing difference
(Chakrabarty, 2000). However, the Indian Marxist scholar Ai-
jaz Ahmad has powerfully refuted Said’s accusations against
Marx, arguing that Marx’s writings on India derive not from
“Orientalist discourse” but from his commitment to class
analysis and the mode-of-production framework. According
to Ahmad, “abstract labor,” as an analytical category, aims to
reveal how capital abstracts concrete and diverse forms of la-
bor into measurable units of value within commodity ex-
change. This abstraction is itself the brutal reality of capital’s
logic flattening difference, rather than a theorist’s subjective
invention. Marxism’s strength lies in providing a political-eco-
nomic framework for analyzing how capital systematically
produces, exploits, and manages differences of race, gender,
and others in order to achieve class domination.

A synthetic path: Cultural hegemony as

superstructure and class politics as base

A critical synthetic path is therefore both necessary and
feasible. Postcolonialism’s nuanced dissection of cultural
hegemony, identity construction, and discursive violence can
greatly enrich Marxism’s understanding of the superstruc-
ture. It teaches us that colonial rule and contemporary in-
equality rely not only on economic extraction but also on an
entire apparatus of knowledge, affect, and identity that natu-
ralizes and legitimizes such extraction. For example, Kenyan
writer Ngiigi wa Thiong’o’s critique of “linguistic colonialism”
reveals how colonial language functions as a central instru-
ment of colonial rule and “indirect alienation” in the postcolo-
nial era, with cultural hegemony continuously reproducing
relations of colonial power through mechanisms of language,
education, and literature (Ngiigi wa Thiong’o, 1986).

Nevertheless, such cultural analysis must be firmly an-
chored in Marxism’s political-economic base. Class contradic-
tion—the antagonism between the owners of the means of
production and the direct producers, together with the ex-
ploitative relations that arise therefrom—constitutes the
structural background against which racial and national con-
tradictions must be analyzed. Only by situating postcolonial-
ism’s insights into cultural hegemony within Marxism'’s
framework of class analysis can cultural critique avoid the pit-
falls of fragmentation and depoliticization. The history of old
Shanghai provides an excellent case for testing this theoreti-
cal synthesis: in this semi-colonial city, racial segregation, cul-
tural hybridity, and class differentiation were highly inter-
twined, perfectly illustrating how cultural hegemony served
the class rule of international monopoly capital.

Through the above theoretical dialogue, it becomes evi-
dent that postcolonialism and Marxism are not in simple op-
position but exist in a relationship of profound tension and
complementarity. This synthesis not only supplies a method-
ological foundation for re-examining the colonial system in
old Shanghai but also offers a critical weapon for understand-
ing the class nature of contemporary global inequality.
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Old Shanghai: Class Spectrum and Racial
Veil Under the International Colonial
System

0ld Shanghai was not a simple “colony” but a complex
“three territories, four powers” configuration consisting of
the International Settlement, the French Concession, and the
Chinese-administered districts. The ambiguous legal status of
this arrangement—essentially a “settlement” rather than a
sovereign cession as a formal “colony”—was itself a typical
product of global capital expansion in the age of imperialism.
As Xiong Yuezhi has observed, this distinctive pattern of “one
city, three administrations” was extremely rare in world ur-
ban history. It reflected both the differentiation and competi-
tion of foreign powers’ interests in China and the forced com-
promises made by the Qing government and subsequent
regimes in the matter of sovereignty concessions (Xiong,
1999). Within this field, racial differences were meticulously
woven into a refined order of class domination, forming a
strict hierarchical structure beneath the surface appearance
of Sino-foreign mixing.

To penetrate the superficial image of “Sino-foreign mixing”
in old Shanghai and reveal the deep essence of its power
structure, it is necessary to adopt an analytical perspective
that integrates historical materialism with postcolonial the-
ory. This perspective seeks to construct a detailed “class-colo-
nial” composite spectrum. The core feature of this spectrum is
that international finance capital and colonial political privi-
lege occupy the apex of power and systematically employ
race, nationality, and legal identity as primary instruments of
social stratification and segregation. In this way, diverse pop-
ulations from both global and local sources are reorganized
into a rigidly hierarchical and contradiction-laden globalized
class society. Within this structure, racial contradictions fre-
quently appear as surface phenomena whose underlying sub-
stance is class rule; conversely, the practice of class oppres-
sion is always implemented and consolidated through racial-
ized and colonial institutional arrangements. This chapter
systematically analyzes the spectrum from four dimensions:
the institutional complicity of law and space, the internal fis-
sures within foreign society, the profound differentiation
within Chinese society, and the complex dialectics of the cul-
tural field.

Institutional complicity of law and space

The maturity of colonial rule in old Shanghai lay in its con-
struction of a governance system that combined “hard” coer-
cion with “soft” discipline. Law and space served as the two
main pillars of this system, jointly shaping and sustaining an
institutionalized class-racial order. In recent years, scholarly
research on the legal history and urban spatial history of the
Shanghai concessions has deepened, providing richer histori-
cal materials and analytical frameworks for understanding
this institutional complicity.

The class-based construction of law: Extraterritoriality
and the “autonomous” powers of the concessions formed the
juridical foundation of Shanghai’s colonial order. The primary
function of this legal system was to ensure that international

capital and its agents enjoyed superordinate status and abso-
lute security. As Ye Bin has shown in his study of the Shanghai
Mixed Court, although the institution was nominally presided
over by Chinese officials, the participation of foreign asses-
sors made it almost impossible to render judgments unfavor-
able to foreigners (Ye, 2005). In both the Mixed Court of the
International Settlement and the later Special Court, cases in-
volving foreign subjects were systematically tilted in favor of
the foreign side due to the significant influence of foreign as-
sessors. Such legal privileges were, in essence, class privileges
serving specific economic interests, designed to protect the
core interests of capital owners and the colonial ruling bloc. Li
Haoxian further argues that the operational mechanism of the
Mixed Court embodied the dual character of colonial law: on
the one hand, it maintained the “legitimacy” of rule by pre-
serving nominal Chinese judicial sovereignty; on the other
hand, it ensured the priority of colonial interests through sub-
stantive foreign intervention (Li, 2012).

Nevertheless, the legal field itself was also a site of power
contestation. With the rise of Chinese national capital in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the sharp con-
tradiction between the strong economic power of the Chinese
bourgeoisie and their political disenfranchisement — “no
representation without taxation”—in concession municipal
affairs became acute. The trajectory from the early twentieth-
century “Chinese participation movement” to the eventual ad-
dition of Chinese directors to the Shanghai Municipal Council
in 1928 carries profound symbolic significance. Ma Changlin’s
research demonstrates that this movement involved a pro-
tracted contestation from the late Qing to the Nanjing Nation-
alist Government period, encompassing both petitions and
struggles by the gentry-merchant stratum and adjustments in
the foreign powers’ strategies toward China (Ma, 2004). This
change was not a benevolent concession by the colonizers but
the outcome of political struggle waged by the upper Chinese
bourgeoisie, who leveraged their economic strength—they
were a major source of concession revenue—together with
nationalist demands. It must be clearly recognized, however,
that such “political participation” was extremely limited. It did
not touch the fundamental juridical basis of colonial rule and
brought no benefit to the broad Chinese proletariat. It pre-
cisely reveals the strategic elasticity of the colonial legal sys-
tem: by selectively co-opting the upper echelons of native
elites and partially aligning their interests with the colonial
order, the system fragmented the colonized population and
thereby consolidated the more fundamental structure of class
rule.

The colonial inscription of space: If law constructed the
abstract architecture of power, then urban space translated it
into tangible everyday experience and bodily sensation. In re-
cent years, urban historians such as Zhang Peng and Chen
Yungian have deepened our understanding of spatial politics
through their studies of colonial space in Shanghai.

First, the most famous segregative space was the long-
standing admission ban at the Bund Public Garden (Public
Garden), a classic embodiment of spatial colonialism. Chen
Yungian points out in her analysis of modern Chinese parks
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that the “Chinese and dogs not admitted” regulation at the
Bund Public Garden became an important symbolic resource
for nationalist mobilization, repeatedly appearing in various
protest discourses and literary writings (Chen, 2009). This
measure transcended mere racial discrimination and became
a spatial-political strategy: it reserved the most privileged
public landscapes for the colonizers’ exclusive “civilized”
recreation, while the exclusion of Chinese constituted open
racial humiliation and class segregation. Such spatial segrega-
tion was also profoundly reflected in residential patterns. The
sharp contrast between the garden villas in the Western Dis-
trict and the factory districts and shantytowns of Zhabei,
Yangshupu, and Nanshi directly mapped and solidified eco-
nomic class divisions. Zhang Peng’s research shows that the
concession authorities systematically promoted residential
differentiation through land regulations, building codes, and
sanitary management, thereby giving material spatial expres-
sion to class differences (Zhang, 2010).

Second, symbolic space: The Bund’s “exhibition of world
architecture” was not only a physical concentration of finance
capital but also a monumental display of colonial power and
Western modernity. These buildings, with their overwhelm-
ing scale, technological superiority, and exotic styles, continu-
ally proclaimed the rulers’ wealth, technology, and cultural
authority. As architectural historian Zheng Shiling has argued,
the Bund architectural ensemble constituted a complete sys-
tem of power discourse, in which every building served as
both a demonstration of capital strength and a materialized
symbol of colonial order (Zheng, 2008).

Finally, the most vital and “living” disciplinary and con-
sumptive spaces: the emergence of cafés and other new con-
sumption venues presented another layer of complexity. Lian
Lingling’s research on Shanghai’s consumer culture indicates
that, for many Chinese literati and middle-class individuals,
cafés symbolized a depoliticized “metropolitan Western”
modernity—fashionable, elegant, and intellectually vibrant
(Lian, 2010). Yet these spaces were themselves products of
the colonial economy, and their logic of consumption invisibly
reinforced Western cultural authority. At the same time, ac-
cess to and social practices within these spaces were always
tightly linked to individuals’ economic and cultural capital,
thereby reproducing capital-based stratification even within
Chinese society. Leo Ou-fan Lee offers a penetrating discus-
sion of this phenomenon in *Shanghai Modern*, pointing out
that modern consumption spaces such as cafés and cinemas
not only introduced new lifestyles and aesthetic experiences
but also constituted a cultural trap of colonial modernity,
leading the Chinese middle class to unconsciously identify
with the colonial order while consuming the West (Lee,
1999).

Internal fissures within “Foreign” society
“Foreigners” or “Westerners” in old Shanghai were by no
means a homogeneous whole. The colonial system not only
exploited the Chinese but also meticulously reproduced hier-
archies based on nationality, race, wealth, and occupation
within the foreign community itself—a microcosm of the im-
perialist world system described by Lenin. In recent years,

studies of the Shanghai foreign community by scholars such
as Ma Changlin, Wang Jian, and Li Aili have provided more nu-
anced historical materials for revealing these internal fis-
sures.

Core layer: the Anglo-Saxon oligarchy. At the apex of the
pyramid stood the British and American taipans who con-
trolled the major foreign firms, banks, and high-level posi-
tions in the Municipal Council. They served as agents of inter-
national finance capital in Shanghai, commanding economic
lifelines and core municipal power. Li Aili’s research on
British firms such as Jardine Matheson and Butterfield &
Swire shows that these taipans not only dominated the eco-
nomic sphere but also formed a highly exclusive elite circle
through intermarriage, club sociability, and shared educa-
tional backgrounds. Their social networks and business net-
works overlapped extensively, jointly maintaining British
commercial hegemony in Shanghai (Li, 2004).

Dependent layer: Continental European expatriates and
Japanese elites. French administrative officials and merchants
in the French Concession, together with the rapidly expanding
Japanese financial conglomerates and senior staff after the
1920s, constituted another significant power bloc that com-
peted with the Anglo-American group. Wang Jian’s research
indicates that the French Concession adopted a governance
model distinct from that of the International Settlement, plac-
ing greater emphasis on the superiority of French culture and
assimilationist policies, resulting in a relatively centralized
structure centered on the French consul (Wang, 2015). Mean-
while, the Japanese expatriate community grew dramatically
in numbers after the 1920s, with its economic strength and
political influence rising in tandem, gradually becoming an
important force challenging Anglo-American hegemony.

Instrumental layer: components of the “white governance
machine.” This included Scottish or Irish constables in the Set-
tlement police force, officers of the Shanghai Volunteer Corps,
and foreign middle-level managers and technicians. By serv-
ing the colonial apparatus, they received generous salaries
and racial privileges superior to those of the Chinese. Ma
Changlin’s analysis of the Municipal Police shows that the pro-
motion mechanisms and salary structures within the police
clearly favored British constables, while Irish and Scottish
constables, though white, occupied a noticeably lower status
than English elites (Ma, 2004).

Marginal layer and “undesirable whites”: The existence of
this group substantially challenged the myth of “white superi-
ority”

White Russian refugees: After the October Revolution, tens
of thousands of White Russians fled to Shanghai. Many former
aristocrats were reduced to shop clerks, bodyguards, or even
prostitutes. Their impoverished living conditions stood in
stark contrast to those of the Anglo-American elite. Wang
Zhicheng's study of the Shanghai White Russian community
vividly depicts their survival landscape: although they were
white, they faced obvious discrimination in employment,
housing, and social status, and were forced to congregate in
poor districts of the French Concession, forming a marginal-
ized existence. The large-scale entry of White Russian women
into dance halls, bars, and even the sex trade became a typical
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representation of the “white slave” phenomenon in Shanghai.
Their fate profoundly revealed the internal fragmentation of
“white” identity within colonial society (Wang, 2008).

“Divide and rule” through Asian auxiliaries: The Indian
constables (“Red-Headed Asans”) in the International Settle-
ment and the Annamese (Vietnamese) constables in the
French Concession occupied a particularly ambiguous posi-
tion. As colonized subjects themselves, they were employed to
police another colonized group (the Chinese), while strug-
gling between loyalty to the colonizer and potential identifica-
tion with the oppressed. Wu Yongmei’s research shows that
these South and Southeast Asian constables occupied an awk-
ward position in the colonial hierarchy: they enjoyed certain
privileges over the Chinese yet remained far below white con-
stables in social status and remuneration. Their identity for-
mation exhibited clear hybridity and contradiction (Wu,
2012).

The presence of these “non-elite whites” and Asian auxil-
iaries provoked deep “racial anxiety” among colonial elites.
Their poverty and “unseemly” behavior were seen as tarnish-
ing the purity and superiority myth of the “white” ruling race.
Consequently, colonial authorities and elite circles frequently
adopted exclusionary or disciplinary attitudes toward them,
attempting to draw clear boundaries. This phenomenon elo-
quently demonstrates that, in colonial cities, the ultimate de-
terminant of social status was not skin color but an individ-
ual’s relationship to capital and power. Racist ideology is es-
sentially a tool serving a specific class rule—that of the inter-
national bourgeoisie. When certain “whites” could no longer
contribute to or even damaged that class’s myth, they too
were marginalized.

Profound differentiation within Chinese society

Confronted with colonial rule, Chinese society developed
deep internal fissures according to differing economic posi-
tions and relationships to the colonial system, with national-
ist demands and class interests intricately intertwined and
contested. Scholarly research on social stratification among
Shanghai’s Chinese population by Xiong Yuezhi, Zhou Wu,
Zhang Jishun, and others has provided rich analytical frame-
works for understanding this differentiation.

Compradors and dependent bourgeoisie: As key bridges
between the colonial economy and the Chinese market, they
accumulated enormous wealth by acting as agents for foreign
capital. Hao Yen-Ping’s study of the Chinese comprador sys-
tem points out that this stratum benefited from foreign ex-
pansion while serving as collaborators in the colonial econ-
omy. Their interests were deeply bound to the colonial sys-
tem, and their political stance was often conservative. They
were classic examples of Homi Bhabha's “mimic men”—imi-
tating Western lifestyles and craving colonial recognition.
This group was highly Westernized in lifestyle, children’s edu-
cation, and social networks, forming an agent class of the
colonial order within Chinese society (Hao, 1970).

National industrial bourgeoisie
They established indigenous enterprises but faced sys-
tematic pressure from foreign capital and its privileges in cap-

ital, technology, and markets. Consequently, they harbored
strong nationalist sentiments and became important support-
ers of anti-imperialist patriotic movements (such as boycotts
of foreign goods). At the same time, they maintained exploita-
tive relations with the working class. Their struggle for “Chi-
nese director” seats in the concessions served both to secure
political rights for their own class and, to some extent, to rep-
resent broader Chinese communal demands. Zhang Jishun’s
research shows that this stratum’s political attitude was dis-
tinctly dualistic: on the one hand, they had structural conflicts
with the colonial order on anti-imperialist issues; on the
other hand, they tended to defend the existing social order on
labor-capital questions and opposed radical class revolution
(Zhang, 2004).

New-style middle class

This included lawyers, journalists, doctors, engineers, and
company clerks educated in modern institutions and champi-
oning “science,” “democracy,’” and metropolitan civilization.
As Leo Ou-fan Lee has noted, many Shanghai intellectuals felt
“humiliation and anger” toward colonial rule yet were reluc-
tant to abandon the material comforts and cultural spaces of
the concessions (Lee, 1999). Ye Wenxin further points out in
her study of modern Chinese intellectuals that this group’s at-
titude toward the West was complex and “split”: they em-
braced “the West” abstractly as progressive modernity while
resisting its concrete colonial politics. This split sense of iden-
tification made the new-style middle class an important par-
ticipant in nationalist movements, yet it struggled to form an
independent political program (Ye, 2000).

Urban proletariat and urban poor

This was the largest group in Chinese society and bore the
double burden of exploitation by Sino-foreign capital and
racialized colonial oppression. They were concentrated in
harsh factory districts and shantytowns, receiving meager
wages with no security. Elizabeth Perry’s research on the
Shanghai labor movement shows that, after the 1920s, pre-
cisely this class, mobilized by Marxism, transformed from a
“class-in-itself” into a “class-for-itself” revolutionary force
(Perry, 1993). Their struggles—such as the May Thirtieth
Movement and the three-armed workers’ uprisings—simulta-
neously advanced economic and political demands, tightly
linking class liberation with national liberation and posing
the most fundamental challenge to the colonial and class or-
der. The Shanghai workers’ strike movements were not only
large in scale and well-organized but also gradually devel-
oped cross-industry and cross-regional united actions,
demonstrating a more thorough revolutionary character than
other social strata.

Dialectics of the cultural field

The cultural field was a key battlefield where various
forces contested “meaning” and “identity.” Cultural produc-
tion and consumption in old Shanghai vividly embodied the
intricate relations among modernity, coloniality, and national-
ity. In recent years, cultural historians such as Leo Ou-fan Lee,
Xu Jilin, and Chen Jianhua have provided deeper insights into
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this dialectical relationship through their studies of Shang-
hai’s cultural history.

Imagination and consumption of “metropolitan Western”:
Mass media such as the Liangyou Pictorial constructed a
glamorous, fashionable image of the international metropolis.
Xu Jilin points out in his study of Shanghai popular culture
that the abundant Western elements presented in these me-
dia were portrayed as symbols of “modern” life. This con-
sumption of “metropolitan Western” in a sense diluted or
even obscured the underlying “colonial West,” unwittingly be-
coming complicit in colonial cultural hegemony (Xu, 2007).
Advertisements, fashion, and interior design in Liangyou took
the West as their model, packaging colonial modernity as a
universal modern lifestyle and leading readers to uncon-
sciously accept the cultural logic of the colonial order while
consuming Western material culture.

Subjective persistence in language and literature: Unlike
many fully colonized territories, Chinese retained its domi-
nant position in Shanghai’s cultural and literary fields. Chi-
nese writers generally wrote in Chinese, presupposing cul-
tural complicity with native readers. Chen Jianhua’s research
on modern Shanghai literature shows that this indicates that
Shanghai’s Chinese intellectuals, facing Western cultural im-
pact, did not lose their cultural subjectivity; instead, it became
the foundation for creative transformation of Western moder-
nity (Chen, 2005). Whether in the urban writings of the New
Sensationalist school or in Lu Xun’s cultural critiques, cultural
subjectivity carried by the Chinese language demonstrated
resilience and creativity within the colonial context.

Left-wing literature and the cry of class consciousness:
The rise of the left-wing cultural movement offered an alter-
native narrative. Lu Xun’s essays, Xia Yan’s reportage litera-
ture, and left-wing films (such as Street Angel, “T % K fii") fo-
cused on the suffering of the lower strata, exposing social in-
justice and class oppression. Ni Wei’s study of the left-wing
cultural movement points out that these works sought to
awaken mass class consciousness and the spirit of resistance,
revealing the brutal reality beneath the glittering facade of
metropolitan modernity and attempting to link individual suf-
fering with the fate of class and nation (Ni, 2005). Through
the portrayal of workers and peasants, the depiction of class
struggle, and the critique of colonial order, left-wing literature
constructed a cultural discourse diametrically opposed to
colonial modernity and became an important vehicle for mo-
bilizing the masses and disseminating revolutionary ideas.

The division and analysis of old Shanghai’s “class-colonial”
system demonstrate that this classic case vividly illustrates
the “finance capital rule” and “partition of the world” logic
identified in Lenin’s theory of imperialism, realized in semi-
colonial Shanghai in a highly concrete, spatialized, and cultur-
alized form. The racial contradictions in this setting were, at
their deepest level, political strategies whereby international
monopoly capital, in collusion with colonial regimes, ex-
ploited and manufactured racial and national differences to
divide the oppressed masses and deflect class contradictions.
Through systematic analysis of law, space, foreign society, Chi-
nese society, and the cultural field, it becomes clear that colo-
nial rule in old Shanghai operated through both economic and

violent coercion as well as legal and cultural discipline, with
class contradiction remaining the central thread running
through all these dimensions.

Viewing China’s Anti-Imperialist Struggle
through Lenin’s Theory of Imperialism:
The Penetration and Twists of the Class

Perspective

Lenin’s theory of imperialism provided Chinese revolu-
tionaries with a crucial theoretical weapon. It enabled them
to recognize that China’s poverty and backwardness were not
merely a question of “civilizational superiority or inferiority,”
but the inevitable outcome of the country’s deep integration
into the global capitalist system of exploitation. Consequently;,
China’s anti-imperialist struggle had to transcend narrow na-
tionalist frameworks and be closely linked with the interna-
tional proletarian revolution and domestic class struggle.
Only by situating the demand for national liberation within
the overall contradictions of the global capitalist mode of pro-
duction could a genuinely effective revolutionary path be
identified. This theoretical guidance not only laid the scien-
tific foundation for the Chinese Communist Party’s early anti-
imperialist discourse but was also continuously tested and
deepened through the twists and turns of revolutionary prac-
tice.

Early exploration and the CCP’s class-based anti-

imperialist discourse

From its very founding, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) adopted Marxism and Lenin’s theory of imperialism as
the fundamental method for analyzing Chinese society, explic-
itly putting forward the revolutionary program of “anti-impe-
rialism and anti-feudalism.” The adoption of this program
marked a qualitative leap in the Chinese nationalist move-
ment: it transformed anti-imperialist struggle from an elite-
led, diplomatic, or cultural form of protest into a new path
that combined it with the social revolution of the broad
masses of workers and peasants. The manifesto adopted at
the Second National Congress of the CCP in 1922 clearly
stated that imperialism was the principal supporter of Chi-
nese feudal warlord forces, while warlords and the com-
prador bourgeoisie served as imperialism’s agents in China.
Therefore, genuine national liberation required a revolution-
ary alliance of workers, peasants, and the petty bourgeoisie to
overthrow domestic reactionary class rule and ultimately
achieve national independence and people’s liberation (Cen-
tral Committee of the CCP, 1922).

This discursive construction successfully wove national
salvation together with class emancipation, providing power-
ful ideological momentum for revolutionary mobilization. Un-
like the limitations of many May Fourth intellectuals who con-
fined themselves to cultural critique or diplomatic protest,
the CCP’s anti-imperialist discourse regarded imperialism as
the inevitable product of the monopoly stage of global capital-
ism and viewed domestic feudal forces as its political pillar in
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semi-colonial China, thereby pointing out a clear direction of
struggle for the worker-peasant masses. This class-based
anti-imperialist discourse not only inherited Lenin’s scientific
thesis on the division between “oppressor nations and op-
pressed nations” but also translated it into a potent mobiliz-
ing force in practice, laying the ideological groundwork for
the subsequent high tide of the Great Revolution.

Challenges in practice and “Left” and “Right”

deviations

Nevertheless, in the complex reality of revolutionary prac-
tice, correctly handling the dialectical relationship between
national and class contradictions remained a constant chal-
lenge. After the Mukden Incident of 1931 dramatically inten-
sified the national crisis, the CCP Central Committee, in its
“Resolution on Errors and Shortcomings in Our Work in the
Anti-Imperialist Struggle” (1931), sharply criticized two erro-
neous tendencies within the Party. The first was the “right”
tendency of “fearing openness, fearing the masses, and
shrinking back from the masses’ nationalist sentiments,’
which hesitated to independently lead the surging anti-Japa-
nese patriotic movement and even proposed unprincipled co-
operation with other factions within the Kuomintang (such as
the Reorganization Clique). The second was “left” sectarian-
ism, which “set anti-imperialist struggle against everyday eco-
nomic struggle,” failing to combine the masses’ rising national
indignation with their immediate economic demands regard-
ing wages, working hours, and conditions, and neglecting to
utilize open anti-Japanese organizations to win over the
broad patriotic middle strata, thereby seriously isolating the
Party from the masses.

The core spirit of this resolution emphasized that anti-im-
perialist struggle must take proletarian strike movements as
its “backbone,” must closely integrate economic and political
struggle, and must thoroughly expose the “traitorous” nature
of the Kuomintang regime and its allied classes during the
struggle, thereby guiding the masses from anti-imperialism
toward an anti-Kuomintang “people’s revolution.” This was
precisely the concrete application of Lenin’s theory of “op-
pressor nations/oppressed nations”—transforming China’s
oppressed national status into a historical opportunity to
awaken and mobilize the domestically oppressed classes for
revolution. Through this dialectical approach, the CCP suc-
cessfully avoided the errors of abstracting or isolating anti-
imperialist struggle, achieving in practice the unity of national
liberation and class emancipation.

Chinese labor on the global chain: The fusion of

class experience and national consciousness

The anti-imperialist struggles of Chinese workers consti-
tute the most vivid and convincing footnote to this historical
process. Selda Altan’s research on Chinese laborers on the
Yunnan-Vietnam Railway demonstrates that, in French colo-
nial projects, Chinese workers suffered typical racialized ex-
ploitation: significantly lower wages than French workers,
harsher medical conditions, and highly unequal legal treat-
ment (Altan, 2020). However, the workers were not passive

victims. They engaged in everyday forms of resistance
through collective flight, passive slowdowns, negotiations
with foremen, and strikes. These acts of resistance were both
class-based struggles against exploitation driven by survival
instincts and, because they directly targeted foreign colonial
capital, naturally carried the character of national resistance,
vividly embodying the profound fusion of class experience
and national consciousness.

It is noteworthy that Chinese nationalist elites at the time
often regarded these workers merely as “objects of passive
mobilization” rather than as historical subjects possessing
their own revolutionary potential. This gap between elites
and workers precisely illustrates that, without genuinely un-
derstanding workers’ conditions and demands from a class
standpoint, purely nationalist mobilization could only remain
superficial and incomplete. Elizabeth Perry’s study of the
Shanghai labor movement also shows that, after the 1920s, it
was precisely this class, mobilized by scientific Marxism, that
transformed from a “class-in-itself” into a “class-for-itself”
revolutionary force. Their struggles—such as the May Thirti-
eth Movement and the three armed workers’ uprisings—uni-
fied economic and political demands to a high degree, striking
at the economic foundation of imperialism in China while un-
dermining the rule of the feudal-comprador class (Perry,
2001). This historical experience profoundly demonstrates
that only by situating anti-imperialist struggle within the
class perspective of the global capitalist production chain can
the genuine unity of national liberation and class emancipa-
tion be achieved, thereby opening the correct path for revolu-
tion in semi-colonial China.

In summary, examining the course of China’s anti-imperi-
alist struggle through the lens of Lenin’s theory of imperial-
ism makes it clear that the class perspective remained the
central thread running throughout. It not only provided the
theoretical weapon for the formation of early anti-imperialist
discourse but was also continuously tested and enriched amid
the twists and turns of revolutionary practice. Only by consis-
tently placing national contradictions within the framework
of class contradictions could China’s anti-imperialist struggle
avoid the dual errors of rightist capitulationism and “leftist”
sectarianism, ultimately realizing the unified goal of national
independence and people’s liberation. This historical experi-
ence continues to hold significant theoretical and practical
relevance for understanding the dialectical relationship be-
tween national and class questions under global capitalism
today.

Re-examination in the Postcolonial Context:
Class Roots of Racial Contradictions and the

Future of Emancipatory Politics

In the postcolonial era, although direct colonial rule has
largely become a thing of the past, the “Orientalist” mode of
thinking critiqued by Said, the structural inequalities within
“global modernity” warned against by Dirlik, and the logic of
monopoly capital analyzed by Lenin continue to persist and
reproduce themselves in new, more insidious forms. This per-

CSM | Volume 2, Number 3 | 1-12



Thematic section: Modern China and Shanghai

https://doi.org/10.70731/hzd6sq07

sistence lends contemporary urgency and relevance to the
analysis of the class contradictions that lie behind racial con-
tradictions. Only by penetrating beneath surface categories
such as race and identity to reach the core of capital logic and
class domination can a solid intellectual foundation be estab-
lished for constructing a united emancipatory path that tran-
scends fragmented identity politics.

“Race” as strategy and ideology of class rule

Both history and contemporary reality demonstrate that
the category of “race” is not a pre-existing biological or cul-
tural fact but a social construct that was deliberately invented
and institutionalized during the processes of colonial con-
quest, the slave trade, and the commodification of labor under
capitalism. Its core functions serve the needs of class domina-
tion: first, it divides the working class by creating a “racial hi-
erarchy,” allowing lower-stratum white workers to develop a
false identification with the existing order through the mini-
mal “privilege” of skin color, thereby weakening cross-racial
class solidarity; second, it provides an ideological justification
for super-exploitation by defining certain groups as “inferior,”
“lazy,” or “barbaric,” thereby dehumanizing them and legit-
imizing extremely low wages and wretched working condi-
tions; and third, it effectively deflects class contradictions by
attributing social problems caused by capitalist greed—such
as unemployment, poverty, and resource scarcity—to the
competition or cultural deficiencies of “other” racial groups,
transforming systemic crises into inter-ethnic cultural con-
flicts (Dirlik, 1997; Said, 1978).

In old Shanghai, this mechanism was particularly evident.
The long-term exclusion of Chinese from the Bund Public Gar-
den was both an overt racial insult and a symbolic expression
of class segregation. It constantly reminded the Chinese popu-
lation of their subordinate “inferior” status while concealing
the fundamental class reality of joint exploitation by Chinese
and foreign capital inside and outside the concessions. In to-
day’s globalized production chains, a similar logic continues
to operate: capital flows freely across borders in search of the
cheapest and most docile labor, a process that frequently co-
incides with specific countries, regions, and racial groups. The
stigmatization of “Made in China” or the systemic discrimina-
tion against certain immigrant groups often intertwines eco-
nomic competition, employment anxiety, and identity politics
manipulated by capital. By reframing structural unemploy-
ment as a narrative of “foreign laborers stealing local jobs,”
capital not only deflects domestic class contradictions but
also consolidates the dominance of monopoly capital on a
global scale. Such “racialization” strategies represent an im-
portant tool through which monopoly capital, as revealed by
Lenin, maintains its global system of exploitation—an instru-
ment that, under postcolonial conditions, reproduces itself in
more flexible cultural and identitarian forms.

Beyond identity politics: Toward a united
emancipatory politics

Postcolonial critique has made undeniable contributions
in exposing the hypocrisy, fluidity, and power relations inher-
ent in identity construction, revealing how colonial dis-

courses sustain inequality through cultural representation
and knowledge production. However, when postcolonial the-
ory becomes excessively immersed in the politics of differ-
ence and the deconstruction of identity, it risks leading to po-
litical fragmentation and impotence. Once “class”—the uni-
versal analytical category and foundation for solidarity capa-
ble of linking oppressed groups across race, gender, sexual
orientation, and other axes—is suspended or dissolved, resis-
tance easily degenerates into fragmented, merely cultural and
symbolic struggles that fail to challenge the fundamental logic
of capital accumulation (Ahmad, 1992).

The fundamental insight of Marxism is that the economic
base and political-economic analysis must be restored to the
center of critical theory. This means that struggles against
racism and gender discrimination must be organically com-
bined with struggles against capitalist exploitation and for
economic democracy. Genuine emancipatory politics does not
merely seek “recognition” or a relatively superior position for
a particular group within the existing order—as exemplified
by the limited political participation of the old Shanghai Chi-
nese bourgeoisie in their struggle for seats on the Shanghai
Municipal Council—but aims to fundamentally transform the
structural rules that produce and exploit these inequalities:
namely, the logic of capital’s unlimited valorization and pur-
suit of profit. Only by re-anchoring cultural critique within the
framework of class analysis can the fragmentation of identity
politics be avoided and a transition achieved from the “poli-
tics of recognition” to the “politics of redistribution” and the
“politics of transformation.”

The fundamental lesson of China’s anti-imperialist history
lies precisely here. During the War of Resistance Against
Japan, the Chinese Communist Party implemented rent and
interest reduction policies in the revolutionary base areas and
launched mass production campaigns, closely integrating na-
tional salvation with the improvement of people’s livelihood.
This approach won the firmest support from the broad peas-
antry. The practice fully demonstrates that only by deeply fus-
ing the demands of national liberation with the socio-eco-
nomic revolutionary demands of the grassroots masses can a
broad alliance transcending specific identities be formed, ulti-
mately realizing genuine social transformation. This historical
experience offers important enlightenment for the present:
any contemporary justice movement—whether against
racism or gender oppression—must, if it is to achieve sub-
stantive victory, directly and proactively confront core class
issues such as resource distribution and the democratization
of production relations, while devoting itself to building a
broad alliance of the exploited and oppressed that transcends
specific identities of race, gender, and others. Only in this way
can the limitations of identity politics be truly overcome in
the postcolonial conditions of global capitalism, advancing to-
ward a united emancipatory politics aimed at economic
democracy, social equality, and international justice.

Through the analysis of the colonial system in old Shang-
hai and the re-examination of China’s anti-imperialist strug-
gle, this article clearly demonstrates that the deep essence of
racial contradictions is the manifestation of class contradic-
tions under the specific conditions of colonialism and semi-
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colonialism. In the postcolonial era, only by adhering to Marx-
ism’s method of class analysis and situating postcolonialism’s
insights into cultural hegemony upon the solid foundation of
political economy can critical theory provide scientific guid-
ance for contemporary emancipatory politics and contribute
intellectual resources to the construction of new united paths
that transcend global capitalist inequality.

Conclusion

Synthesizing the theoretical narratives of postcolonialism
and Marxism, and using old Shanghai—a semi-colonial city—
as a concrete historical lens, we can clearly discern the follow-
ing: the profound national crisis that China experienced in
modern times originated fundamentally from its forcible in-
corporation into the imperialist world-system as defined by
Lenin, which rendered it an object of exploitation and dis-
memberment by international monopoly capital. Within this
global capitalist system, the ostensible racial contradictions
and national oppression were, in essence, a historical mani-
festation under colonial and semi-colonial conditions of the
class contradictions between the international bourgeoisie
and the broad masses of the Chinese people, particularly the
working and peasant classes. The social landscape of old
Shanghai, characterized by the coexistence of Chinese and
foreigners, serves as a perfect illustration of this thesis: the
Chinese, who constituted the overwhelming majority of the
population, were systematically deprived of political rights,
while within “foreign” society itself, there existed a rigid hier-
archical structure based on nationality, wealth, and power.
Behind all these surface phenomena lay the core logic of capi-
tal accumulation and oligarchic rule, revealing that the class
nature of colonial domination was far more profound and fun-
damental than racial antagonism.

The trajectory of China’s anti-imperialist struggle is an
epic narrative replete with detours and explorations. It
records not only the heroic resistance of the Chinese nation
against foreign aggression but also constitutes a history of
theoretical and practical endeavor in continuously seeking
the organic integration of national liberation with class libera-
tion. Its core lesson lies in the following: only by deeply inte-
grating the anti-imperialist demand for national salvation
with the socio-economic revolutionary aspirations of the sub-
altern classes, and by launching a “popular revolution” with
workers and peasants as its “mainstay,” could the ruling chain
formed by the collusion between imperialism and feudal
forces be broken, leading to genuine national independence
and the thorough emancipation of the people. This lesson was
vividly validated in practices during the War of Resistance
against Japan, such as rent and interest reduction in the base
areas and the Great Production Movement, fully demonstrat-
ing that the class perspective constituted a scientific method
for guiding revolutions in semi-colonial and semi-feudal
countries. Its profound lessons are equally thought-provok-
ing: any separation of national contradictions from class con-
tradictions, whether leading to a “Left” sectarianism that di-
vorced itself from the masses or a Right opportunism that
abandoned class positions, inevitably resulted in setbacks or

even failure for the revolutionary struggle. This historical dia-
lectic retains significant cautionary relevance even today.

In our postcolonial present, although the direct forms of
colonial domination have undergone profound changes, its
economic foundation—the logic of monopoly capital’s global
expansion—and its ideological legacies remain deeply en-
trenched. Racism, xenophobia, and cultural discrimination
are often deployed as ideological tools to deflect domestic
class contradictions and sustain the unequal global political-
economic order. Within the context of global production
chains and capital flows, narratives of race and identity are in-
creasingly used to obscure structural exploitation and the in-
equitable distribution of resources, making it difficult for the
oppressed to forge alliances that transcend specific identities.
Therefore, piercing the fog of racial contradictions to reveal
the class roots behind them is not only a profound clarifica-
tion of modern Chinese history but also an urgent call for a
politics of liberation under contemporary global capitalism.

This implies that the true path to liberation lies in tran-
scending a politics confined to identity recognition and cul-
tural deconstruction, and in reconstructing a universal poli-
tics of liberation with economic democracy, social equality,
and international justice as its fundamental goals. Such a poli-
tics of liberation must take Marxism’s critique of the logic of
capital as its theoretical cornerstone, while fully assimilating
postcolonialism’s profound insights into cultural hegemony
and intellectual power, organically unifying the two. Only in
this way can we build broad alliances that cut across specific
identity boundaries such as race, ethnicity, and gender in the
postcolonial era, and truly challenge and ultimately transcend
the global system of capitalist inequality.

0ld Shanghai, as a paradigmatic example of a semi-colo-
nial city in the age of imperialism, provides a vivid and con-
crete mirror for understanding the class essence of colonial
systems. The tortuous course of China’s anti-imperialist
struggle offers invaluable historical wisdom for contempo-
rary Global South nations and oppressed peoples worldwide.
Under new historical conditions, revisiting this theoretical
synthesis and historical experience not only helps us more
profoundly comprehend the power relations shaping the con-
temporary world order but also contributes Chinese perspec-
tives and solutions to the construction of a just, equitable, and
sustainable international order. Only by adhering to the
standpoint of class analysis and integrating cultural critique
with political-economic critique can we continue to advance
the great cause of human liberation in the postcolonial era,
ushering in a new world of genuine freedom and equality, free
from exploitation and oppression.
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Abstract: Classical aesthetics, rooted in Chinese culture, has been highly involved,
nurtured and supplemented with poetry and literature creation and theoretical
criticism for a long time. Since the beginning of the 20th century, Chinese new po-
etry has been influenced by the modern poetic paradigm and cultural value system
in Europe and the United States. It has been westernized for several times, and has
repeatedly lowered the weight of the root of Oriental traditional art. Until the
1970s, with the "enlightenment opportunity" of Li Zehou's so-called aesthetics, and
the "New Poetry Tide" and "the third generation” in the field of poetry, several
groups of poets and theorists with the characteristics of geo cultural awareness,
textual research and border extension of classical spirit, inheritance and decoding
of historical information rose one after another. Under the care of the classical aes-
thetic thought of "Neutralization”, they almost shouldered the responsibility of con-
necting traditional Chinese poetry and new poetry, and continued to innovate and
explore. Elucidating this process and phenomenon may have a certain "filler" value
for mutual learning and discussion in the field of classical aesthetics and contempo-
rary poetics.
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T RE A ANEE, BAMIE, GARNRE, 48
INA— NGNS (23] HETE, SEFE A E o B R
ESCAHE LR, BEUELLI00RERTHER E P, W%
TTEHEST “REAEZE, RAME” [24]EN. Btk
FOAAAT A SR RBIPOERE, JoBEE NI i E
AREGEBIPE, EF T 8 “skfE” W es
2N, BIREMORED. RENSETETE. 2RI ET®%
AMMHE IR, DA R RIIRE, ARECh
— A AR RIS AR PR R (367 BURTE T, M ERTEAR
Wil gt X NS E. BEIFEA21HE, fkdin 2 iy
NI EEMEIRRNE AR R ZNE, AEAEEEN
R SRR B E ), EE1980F (NI AEIE S
—EERREN T T EINREE, haRiekREEHE. &
AR, ERE AL “BE” SER=MEL, K
BRI, BRAFELRML [26] & BT “stream  of
consciousness” 2%, HsEeBEEHS,

HALVES B OE, ek FEEErT, WRE
R IRAEIBE ST 2 [, BRMNEGHE. RSz,
SRR E R AR s 2 IR I SL (55, @
GRS I B B, R B A
P [26], XTCRTHFEILIR. BULMAN . EERE. 4
BEIEFHTAONERERE, ULZE “£” MEN, EN
[EAD DA P27 i P o DLEES 2R L, PAAK KR AT
HEAEAREY, BANE T T —NRRE SR
LARPFERRIE N HAE T X2, EFT 2N
NHIUL) AR . SERST i AR, PABLH 18 S PP
MR E R EFH A 2R .

HEfr BRI SR 2 R

WE KSR BRI A ISR S A PR,
KR NSO A 2 IR B — MR BUE A E, 52
RMZ s fERACCAIRE N2 B, TP
XPEAR AL, MET KRB EEM. HH
FPOEFRARITIARIN . BIPfriR) Bz 25
FREMAHII ], 22 FARME AL Aot [ S AR A (L, — b
5 IR E R 2%, IR R . i v
2 NH SRR, R ATHE I — R 5 B 2R A DANIE O T 4
MM ER, HERNAES, £ “RAZER" M “HAH
R HIRSHRIRR . BRZT, EWFEZE “hEAN A
A — PR BRI R R [27], RIS HA B AR B
L T AME . B CRaT S5, iR KSR AEEUR
FEAERR . WORSEN 2B REIB I E BX —4F i, 7EDUEHTE
PAZHEGHM S, MEERMIANRIGHE L, K
ABEYHERRENEE, MAEBESEAMERE, MK

2z #FRENGEZ, NEE—REAREHERE, &
JEEME B EEN B Gk, [\ )3 —FhsA BRI
Rz

FEL/R - B (Imanuel Kant) R7EHE (Aikri:
LAY FREE, “FAIN—RREMNER TG (2818
PR —, HHEZWR TR, A5 E8RhERE
e REARWSICH R ELE R, TiACSOANET Y 2 g
. IEEE M. ABRN SN B8, BRI “1IE
KE” BHIAREE, B EARMRSE 7 E AR JE
R, IEWEIREE HEE M SRR S SR (R
K7 [29]M%:8, ZEAEHI AL T ZRIRHEZ T, FFRIRE A
HEChH T AR ZAEHRI — D ER, SRS ME
BH—S LR, EWPARKE RN AS KA EEEE
MLEHME. UOKIER. BT ATEEBAA I
TR ZANIS, R EEMNERER B IR0,
RNBEN ) 7 HLSE 22N E W BN SEF 4k &, B " Al
SARTIERSGIVRABEYEASZ —" [B0]ESGERE, B
REIRIL . FFAMK S HRENBER RS FiAd,
R E Y 2N A SOEE S £ XBEE IEE 2 BE R
B, MflHF=E2—ME AN X XS EeR, EREERE
RS EARY BT N miEiEk. EREE.

IR T PARKTT T AR 23 MBUA T 2 2 1R
e, 3 “RTN MENMRaLEENHTE, SREE
FERHARRI RIS 2 7 KR BE NS S g, BmE K
T MENETF, ZHX— "5 Wk, JLPFal LB
BN AEZR IR RE, —f “ARELITE
BOR, AMUREHR R SMEGRIEN], g — MRS
A B MR, BXEETIRRZ OO R 3
A, M—Ez2EF/mTATK, 25 “KT NEts
REMARERZ, NBERBEANE 25, X “K
T eI RERmEag. REFEESRT “RT” KR
IR, HAZORZ—MAMES NI R NS, 1771
WBE LR NE . ESMELETY, H—h e HEsh
B FEAEREAGE, MEREMZHEMIEREEK . M
=k, Fugvalr - F{H (Maximilian Karl Emil Weber)
g, B&fFEs oxl” M R AR R E A e
FAKRIERZ RPN B SRR S R, TCIRTE SR B0 I
FIZ AR 2 MBI T 32 B SEBRIE L8 77 T, BB R/ Bl B IR
B (EEEL) EENCE” [32], 1ERn A BAEH
POEFT RIS €7 EE, 22— fu P iEieumn
SIS ER, DMBEMTEMR, ERES8EES—
FIRTHEAES.

YADUBERRFE AR P ESUEIEIE” NEEEREMm
FHE, CARRCHESL . IANTE FLRR 22 AT i H 28 DT ik i)
FEEIR, SiEH CHESGLETERIE B B W
PEAUETE A i’ , BESE HOORBRER X
DNAINAIEFOS, MiGE LIRS T2ARR” [33]ME
DL—/E, FRESOE R S AR e . B AT e
TEIBhRE %, CeEEa a0 E, MO RIAEH
KIFREAR. MEEFARFERNTR, MM CHAIEREH
RIEHE . RIEMERANZER. RAZHEPTTH.
TE ST MR XS R P s o A o 2 el i S~z B A e b Y
PUBHTEE, SoSREBWMERAESN, JTFEERGEREIE
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Scope

CSM welcomes original contributions that explore diverse topics, including but not
limited to:

History and Culture: In-depth studies of Chinese history from ancient times to
the modern era, examining significant events, dynasties, and cultural develop-
ments; Analysis of traditional Chinese culture, including philosophy, literature,
art, and religion, and their influence on contemporary society

Society and Politics: Examination of China’s political system, governance struc-
ture, and policy-making processes; Studies on social issues such as population
dynamics, urban-rural disparities, and social welfare policies

Economy and Business: Research on China’s economic development, growth
patterns, and industrial restructuring; Studies on business practices, corporate
governance, and innovation in Chinese enterprises

Language and Linguistics: Research on the Chinese language, including its
structure, grammar, and phonetics; Studies on language education, language
policy, and the spread of the Chinese language globally

Education and Pedagogy: Examination of China’s education system, curriculum
development, and teaching methodologies; Research on educational reforms,
educational equity, and the role of education in social mobility

Philosophy and Ethics: In-depth exploration of Chinese philosophical thought,
such as Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism, and their contemporary rele-
vance; Research on ethical issues in Chinese society, including business ethics,
medical ethics, and environmental ethics

Transportation and Infrastructure Systems: Smart mobility and traffic manage-
ment; Intelligent infrastructure and engineering systems

CSM particularly encourages submissions that offer new perspectives and
innovative methods for examining existing topics or addressing long-standing
issues related to China. Interdisciplinary approaches that bridge various fields
such as history, sociology, economics, linguistics, and philosophy are highly valued,
as they provide comprehensive and holistic insights into the complex phenomena
in China.

CSM also invites contributions that propose novel theoretical frameworks,
innovative research methodologies, and emerging trends in Chinese studies.
Comparative research, case studies, and critical analyses offering global, regional,
and local insights are strongly encouraged to enrich the academic discourse.

Thematic section:
Modern China and Shanghai

Modern China, from the mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century, was a
period of major transformation in society, politics, the economy, and culture. As
a leading treaty-port city, Shanghai became a key center of commerce,
international exchange, and modernization. This section brings together research
on modern China with a particular focus on Shanghai’s role in political change,
urban governance, industrial and financial development, cultural interaction,
social transformation, and everyday life.

Topics include, but are not limited to, politics and law, trade and finance,
industrialization, shipping and transport, social structure and migration, education
and urban space, intellectual and cultural change, publishing and the arts, foreign
communities and cross-cultural exchange, comparative perspectives, and new
theories, methods, and source-based studies on modern China and Shanghai.




Types of Submissions

Research Articles: Should be between 6,000-9,000 words.They should present
original research, methodologies, or theoretical advancements. Articles exceed-
ing 9,000 words will only be accepted if necessary for the subject matter.

Review Articles: Provide comprehensive summaries of research topics relevant
to Chinese studies. These should typically be between 5,000-8,000 words and
provide a critical assessment of existing literature.

Case Studies: Analyze specific events, policies, or phenomena, focusing on
practical applications or theoretical implications. These should be 4,000-6,000
words and clearly outline the context, challenges, and outcomes.

Viewpoints: These shorter articles (1,500-2,000 words) provide commentary or
propose new ideas that could stimulate debate or address emerging issues in
Chinese studies.

Peer review process

CSM adheres to a double-anonymized peer review model to ensure the highest standards of academic
integrity. Each submission undergoes an initial internal screening by the editorial office to evaluate its
alignment with the journal’'s scope and adherence to formatting requirements. Manuscripts that pass
this preliminary stage are subsequently assigned to a minimum of two independent subject-matter
experts for rigorous external evaluation.

Open access policy

CSM is a fully Gold Open Access publication. Upon acceptance, all articles are made immediately and
permanently accessible online to a global audience without financial barriers. Detailed information
regarding Creative Commons licensing, copyright retention, and institutional repository policies can be
found in our comprehensive Policy Section.

Publication frequency & Timeliness

Schedule: CSM is published monthly.

Online First: To facilitate the rapid dissemination of research, accepted manuscripts are published as
"Articles in Press" (Online First) individually. These versions appear online following the completion of
peer review, editorial revision, and production, prior to their inclusion in a formal paginated issue.

Submission logistics

Article processing charges (APC)

Language: CSM accepts submissions in both Chinese and English. Authors may prepare the main text
in either language. However, the title, abstract, and keywords must be provided in both Chinese and
English at the time of submission.

Format & Channel: Authors are required to prepare manuscripts in Microsoft Word (.doc/.docx) format.
All submissions must be managed through the journal's Electronic Submission Portal.

Compliance: Before initiating a submission, authors must ensure their manuscript strictly complies
with the latest Author Guidelines.

Rolling Basis: The journal maintains a continuous submission cycle, accepting manuscripts year-round
without fixed deadlines for general issues.

To support the costs of open-access publishing, CSM levies a one-time Article Processing Charge
(APC) of USD 80 for each manuscript successfully accepted for publication.

Journal metadata & Contact

Submission Portal: https://jandoopress.com/journal/csm

Editorial Office: For all inquiries regarding the submission process or editorial decisions, please direct
correspondence to contact@press.jandoo.ac.




Chinese Studies Monthly (CSM) is a fully open-access, peer-reviewed academic journal
dedicated to advancing global scholarship on China through the publication of high-
quality research in English and Chinese. It serves as a premier interdisciplinary forum
for scholars, researchers, and practitioners to share original findings, critical essays,
and in-depth reviews across the expansive field of Chinese humanities and social sci-
ences.

CSM is committed to fostering innovative discussions and providing a platform for
work that bridges diverse disciplines such as history, politics, economics, society, cul-
ture, linguistics, philosophy, and education, thereby offering holistic insights into
China’s past and present.
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