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Abstract: This study examines, from a semiotic perspective, how March of the Volunteers
came to function as a symbol of national identity. Through multiple images such as the
“Great Wall of flesh and blood,” the lyrics naturalize historical experience into an enduring
national spirit, while musical signs—including the bugle-like introduction and ascending
scalar patterns—evoke embodied resonance. Through collective singing, media circula-
tion, and other forms of social interaction, the song continuously generates and accumu-
lates new meanings. Following its adoption as the national anthem, state rituals and insti-
tutions, including flag-raising ceremonies and school education, transformed individual
experiences of the song into collective and structural memory, ultimately consolidating it
as an enduring symbol that transcends its original historical context. The study demon-
strates that, through semiotic encoding and the production of meaning, March of the Vol-
unteers has become internalized as part of the cultural foundations of the Chinese nation
and continues to contribute to the construction of a strong sense of community for the Chi-
nese nation.

Keywords: March of the Volunteers; Semiotics; Mythological rhetoric; National identity;
Collective memory; Meaning production
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