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Abstract: The emergence of charitable performances in China was inseparable from
famines. The occurrence of the Ding Wu Severe Famine in the late Qing period provided the
spatiotemporal context for the rise of charitable performances. While in Shanxi Province,
the core disaster area, local practices of traditional theatre that featured “performance for
charity” persisted, in Shanghai, far from the disaster-stricken region, the earliest case of
“using theatrical proceeds for famine relief” emerged, marking a breakthrough from tradi-
tional performances and constituting the fundamental situation of the early stage of chari-
table performances in modern circumstances.
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