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ABSTRACT

The reign of Liao Emperor Xingzong (1031-1055) marked the dynasty's
transition from prosperity to decline, with frontier governance reflecting dis-
tinct characteristics of the era. Though border policies prioritized conflict
avoidance, impulsive military campaigns destabilized frontier regions and
drained state resources. As a key focus in Chinese political history, existing
scholarship on Liao frontier governance falls into three categories: interstate
political relations, analysis of historical events and policy shifts, and studies
of frontier administrative systems. While no comprehensive monographs
exist, numerous academic papers have explored this topic. This paper sys-
tematically reviews research on Xingzong’s frontier governance to clarify
academic frameworks and facilitate further progress in Liao frontier studies.
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